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TEE UNPRODIGAL PUDLISHER
BETURNS

-on editoricl-~

by Sam Moskowitz

It 1s perhaps nlmost as fentestie ns super-scionce that a fon of
my degroo of activity these pest ten yecrs hoas hithorto neverie crany..
24 & mimoograph handle. The many mimgograrhed publieations beoring
nime in editorial inscription alweys hed the monial administiniroiss
rovforned by onother. But due to e strenge series of cirenmstances
‘t5iag offered two mineographs in one day, finding 1% poasibls %o par
>:059 unlimited surplies of £0 1b, mimeogrearh paper &% §.85 o rozm, ond
“o¢ presence of Llox Osheroff who -culpably agroed to tyro sbencils) -
Lind myself in the position of Lord High Hendle Turner. The rest Lius
»n the honids of fete. \

I &m glad to sny that it is with o distinet Ffeeling of plessu~e
thet I return to tho roles of PAPA, with @ much cloarer eoncevticn of
She spirit of such an orgonizetion and e willingness to continuc aw &
active mombdor,

I carry on the old title of "Fantesy Times™ becnuse I am, in
>rineiple egtinst the ever-chenging meze of titles prevelant in fandom.

nd becruse I wish to continue fulfilling old obligations.,

This isgue is dovoted in the main to metorial concoerning the very

ceg:ful Newarkon II., In the future histcry of fandom that cvent

::0% be without its importence and general signifieonce., Evon if

resont it, &ufé k

'% & more serious scnso Wl issug 1s rlso-dedicated to Welter
Sulliven, whose memory we honored March lst, 1946 in Newark.

The last issue of Fantasy Times was misnumbered No., 10 (The Dee-
amber, 1945 issues), it wos cetually numbar il.

" The last issue of Fanuasy Times recoived much favorable comment
on theo quelity of its mrteriel, Wo compistely sold out of olq extrns
and segments of incomplcte issucs conteining specifically desired
articles, We will continuc to try to present an entertaining publice-
tion.



TRIBUTE 90 VAL.SR SULLIVAN
—By
SAil MOSKOWITZ

(Dclivorcd ot tho Eirst Post Wor Stf, Ponvention)

The boys &rc bock. Thet isy most of them arc bock. But for
mony who lio in & goography book of lands whosc peges they have turne
cd,; thcre is no roturuning,

4mong thosc boys werc scionce-fiction fonse With the seme
sirecre cnthugsiosm for & better visioncd world of tomorrow asg you
ond I, ALmong thecsc werc our frlonds.

In paying trlbuto to themy I choseo oS a symbol Weltor Sulli-
vane liot only boc‘usc I knew him pcersonally, but boeﬂu ¢ hc wis.
typicnl of thc uvcr(go scioncc-fiction frne |

Coaxed into hct1v1ty aftor wvigcrous protostations Wolter soon
cstrblished & rcputetion for himsclf os o rcporter {(of sdicncc-fiction
cventg of unusucl cit;ity. kuch of thc chorm of his work lay in the
faet that os he wrote, his words scomed to carioss the incidente
written s though thcy moent much to hime Tor ot henrt, Walter
Sulliven hed bocn o loncly porson with hig onc: comprnion his zo.or-
ful short-wove sct which hc now beemed to the stidtions of the world
Znd with scholerly zcal soon beenmc the worlds grcntc bt cxpery on
the £ontostic in radio. )

Welter Sulliven didn't heve to diecl 4t tﬁoiﬁiMC of his donth
¢ hnd donc his nP rc of eir-missions fs = rodio opcrﬂtor end hﬂd

v 2ssignod to duty &8 head instructor in the r&dlo-school ot the

.4 fceding. the Burm~ thentrc of wrr, But thoy aworc so short
vilomes Jhat only ¢ -wdok before his deonth Wolter Sulllv N rcfusgg
crcnsfor to cnothoex brsc in India, ond instond voluntcorcd to rosimo
pis work in thc nire. Somcwhercy ncar tho notorioué,ﬁhumpﬁ'ho‘ldst
higs Llifo,, R

Beetusc Welter Sulliven loved the seicnce~fiction world,
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ssctusc in the compony of pcople like us ho found his greetest joy,
cnd beeouse I belicve Walter Sullivan to‘bc typical of cvery boy
wad geve hig 21l in this past wor, I 2sk thc asscmbly to risc and

stoend o moment in his mMemory .
cococo0cco0c00cQCOCCCCC0000C0Ce

THE SIGNIFICANOE OF THE FIRST POST WAR SCICNCT PICTION CONVENTION
By scm Lioskowitz

Somctiimcs cven & scicnce-fiction convention cen be like
"Topsy" cnd "just grow". Thot mey be scid of Ncw&rkonnII. Though
it hod its gonesis in loto 1944 when tho cbondonment of o Ncw.Yo?k
Seicnec Piction Bonquot brought up the subjcct of e scionce-fiction
cenicrcnes &8 compcnsation it wos not brought to fruition until
ofter the orgenization of the & Mon (Nall 4) liony in ofrly Dccombor,
1945,

4% first,the intention wes to mcroly have & lorge orgonizo-
tioncl mcecting of 20-25 fans. But as nccrby dogfen discerded thoir
uniforms in droves end lotters by tho dozons begen to arrive from
old frionds it becnmo obvious that o goncral convention would not
only bc desiroablc, but imporative. For tho vots wentced to sace
their friends now! They didn't went to soc thom six months from
now, or lcove IT to chenco, they wented on orgenized effeir-ot which
they could really get togethore Tho First Scicnce-Piction Conven-
tion in tho East since the cnd of tha war fulfillcd thnt ncecd.

Then stoo, intcrest hod owskened in scicnoco~fiction o8 nover
beforce Whet with ctom bombs, Yocket ploncs, rnder? the rceconver-
sion of cneorgy into matter it scomod thnt scicnee wns pcll mell
overtiking tho most fontastic concootions of fiction. Lfter 211,
tacre wosn't much point in being o scicncc-fiction fon if scicnce
78 To rondor impotent cssontinl tencts of fietion fostor than thoe
ime.gin® tion could croetc now oncse Thet point was - volid cnad
imrortont onc thnt shoutcd for dobzto,

50 with thesco things in mind speced wes vital, Post lorsge
seolc conventions ned tcken two yoeirs, &'ycor, six months ot tho
lcoest for cssentinl preperntions Could onc bo conceived in o month?t

Mo prttern of thc other conventions W clotre Tho crying
nced 17y in strcimlining, Therc woes no time for profossional ~d-
vertlising. There wes no timc for cleborote Prcperctions, 4 holl
Weg rentcds  The Slovnk Sokol Hell wherc Tho Pirst Netional Scicncce
Eiction Convention hiid been hcld in Noework in 1938, No othor holl
wi.s cvon cxeminoed, Tho ~ims, date, timc and ploce of the convontion
worc sct first, thon the convontion committeg composcd of Som Lios-
kowitz, Joc Komncdy ond Gco. Re i'0x mot at the home of Kenncdy end
incorporating 21l the informetion thoy nond turned out tho first
circulfr, Onc hundred and soventy-five copics wore wimcogrophed ond
meiled out to o scloetod list of Fons within & soverel hundroed mile
rédius of Nowerke Publicity notiecs wore sent to Pencws, Stfnowsy
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yrmacy) ond ESFe Nows, 21l tac known nowsics cfche timos L) mBie
ol o print noticcs prior to the convention dotoa.

£ Rl

Then onc doy was sot &side to visit editors in Now York., Iin
& singlc mognificent day F. Orlin Tremeinc, INrs, Mery Gneedingdr,
Chct 2cecock and Sam lorwing Jr. promiscd to attond and origincls
or promiscs of originals wecrc obtaincd from Strcct & Smith, Popul&r
Publicetions, Standcrd Publicctions and Fiction Housc Publicotionse
L1l promiscs of origincls wcre kept’ (subject to the provisd . thot
first choicc bc scnt the Pocificon), but Lirs. Mory Gnocdinger and
Chct Wnitchorn werc untblc to ctiend,

Evory mcmber of the I lion wos osscsscd $wo itcms (or.moro) to
bo contributcd to the cuctione Julius Ungor cemc tarough with apout
50 itcms, Thomas Hedloy with over R00, end meny othcr f£ons contrib-
uted items, notobly ie Lenglcy Scarles. '

It wrs dceidcd thot tho solc sourcc of incomc for the convon-
tion would be the auctione The luerative convention booklct a@s,
bids for convention booklcts, et 2l being weived in considcretion to
timc or other things. Tha total cxpenscs up to the date of the con- -
vention worc borneo by the chéirmon Som Lioskowitz who weg "lso pro-
p rod to tekc the complcte loss in the ovent of frilurc, the club
being uncble to finance the cvent or cbsorb possiblc losscs., Profit
if any wts to provide thc basc of 4 club treasury.

Now before the sccond (follow-up) .circulor could be proparcd
or m~iled out featurc speakers had to be obtained for publicity pur-
poscs ond 2 tentative progrom outlineds To prescnt the talk on
whether "Scicnee is overtoking Scionce-Fiction” & fen was prcefor-
cnticls Dre 4o Longloy Scorlos, wos asked to spotk beccousc his ox~
pericnece in spoéking in front of closscs in his capocity &s In-
structor of Chomistry &t Now York Univorsity medec him & good bct
for propcr delivery of = talk, HO &ccoptoeds Tho fonture pro wes
tnother mettcre John We Campbell, Jre, cditor of ".stounding
Yeicnec-Piction" was roading proofs on & ncw book on ~tomic oncrgy
te bc publised by Henry Holt and would not bo able to ~ttond the
convention, lot 2lonc talke Groff Conklin, cditor of thc remotkablic
enthology "Tnc Bost ‘of Scicnco Yiction" wes down in Weshington, D»Co
ticd up with Cloude Peppers "Scenatc Subcommittec on Heclth ond Bd-
uct.tion" and could not moke it. Tacn Julius Ungor roported back
from ~ vigit to the Philadelphic Scionce Piction Socicty &nd inform-~
ed th~t L., Sproguct de Comp wos no longer with the ormed scrvices
and vnot wos morc he had delivered an nddress on "Lost Contincnts®
to tiic PSFS whieh wos onc of tho bost things of its typec hc hrd cver
nctrde Wo hhstily contactcd L, Sproguc de Camp, nnd hé graciously
conscnted to speck for any longth of timc requircde Wé cskod him
for 45 ninutcs,

With spotkers securcd we quickly turncd out 200 copics of the
sccont circulcr which wore immcdictcly moilcd. Copicéd of the cir-
culcrs rerc sent to the two loading Nowark ncwspepcrs’y "The Nowark
Bvening News" and "The Nework Stocr-Ledgor",  The "News" printed en
adavonec noticc of the convention, but gave the dete a week anriy,
Meny Nework sciontifictionists spotted the noticc and woent to thé
troublc to csccrtain the fetucl Gato cnd timce Devid lin Speckory
0ld timc scicnece~fiction cuthor cond cxpert on Radar who rcsides in
thc Newerk suburb of East Orongce spoent four hours tclcphoning until
he £inclly locatcd Sam Loskowitz, cheirmon of the convention,
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The Nowarlk Star-Lcdgor"‘printcd'ﬁB ~dvencee notice and it wos thought
thot they had no intercst in the affoir,

Lt this timc & troublcd cditorisl in "Stefnows" insw.circd by
overenthusinstic and misquotecd stotemonts of young droolzlyn ftn Ron
Christicnsony quecstionod whothor or not ‘thc Nownrk affoir was in- .
tending to corpoto with tho Phcificon, Reenlling the troublo roiscd
ovor thc proposcd Newarkon of 1941 clarificntion of the .convontion)
its cims, purposcs and linited cxtant were rushcd to concorncd Dor=
tice and misundorstaondings clecared Ul

Whilc fans hed been fcol ot past Ecstorn ovents it wns de-
cided th~t in vicw of the high price and scarcity of verious foods,
the troublc noccossary, anl the czapeceted large audicnec no refrosh-
nents would be offercds Thers was & bar downstoirs in tho holl
building wvhich cventnelly did prove satisfoctory t6 moste 411 frillf
were dischrdcde Thorc would be no motion picturcs, no bengucts, no
ne.squerade bolls, no bell goncs, just stroight stuffe L fest, short
Sneppy, schclulcd thyeo hour progron, then dismissel  for thoe -auction.

losstges rogereding the convention becgon to roll ine FPron
Chicago, onc 6f the furthcst points any of the cireul~rs worc scnt ®
Normn L. Knight well known seciocnco-fiction Cw#hor end fon con=
scicntiously wrote $o $cld us hLe wosn't coringe Bu® tho tono of
the majority worc eShewwisc cnd wWRGL nossoges orrivea from Tho
rhilndelphin gojonee Piation §oeicty,. The FNow Bngland group ~nd the
Brooklyn Utopicns 2mpommeing thet thcoy wore scnding delegttions, wo
know thc succcas af $he eonvontion from the stondpoint of otton-
danee wos N88Rredy

Te date of She convention was iBrch 1, 1946, ‘“The first fans
arrived the evening of Ieb, 28, 1946,. They were the New England
group who had toured for eight hours in e 8adly used 1937 Lincoln=-
Eep@yr. Included werc Ton Hadley, ownor of thc Buffflo Book Conptny
Doris 4. Currier, Bill Petterson ond Donald -, Gronte Little time
wes spent in gobbing for hotel rooms had to bo locttode 4ftor hours
of sofrch the group was housed in the Hptol Lugornes Joscph Sol=-
ingor of Philndolphic olso arrived a doy chofd of schedule .6nd wes
housed ot the homo of Geo, Fox, Soecrotary of"tze conventione Ron
iZddox pulled in carly ns .well &nd was put up by Joo Konncdy.of
Dover, Hedey & correspogdont of -tho Wast-Virginiang ;

B The next morning, 2ll the above montionod plus Riochaord
witter and Anthony Caeaser &sscmbled at the home of Sam Iloskowitz
to toke ¢"re of last minuto deteils, -Ihey wero shortly joined by
Lbrchern Oshinsky, 0ld time fan vho now corrios the distinction of
being the first' fan ever to f1 ~to & convontion, He troveled to
énd from Newerk, Nede fror: HER ford, Conne. by plonc}

. brrivel at the convention hall found dozons of fans, ine
cluding & large portion of tho Thiledelphis delogotion had been i
thorc since the morning hours ond and imbibcd in &.libercl quentity
of malt ond hops .in the interin, . - '

Swiftly the numbers begen to build upe Picturcs wore taken
by Osweld Trein, abo Oshinsky, Ron Christonson and ‘severtl othors.
& telovhonc call cone through from "Th¢ Nowark Star-LodgerY, Iliss
Ann Smith, roportor wented to know whet the &ffeir wes all cbout
and'could she comc ude” Of coursc sha could, .
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&t approximttely 3:31 P. il.e tho convention was o2llod to
order by Chtirmon Sou loskowitze In his brief welcome address he
covered tho purposes of the convention, extonded acknowlodgomonts
for help received and contrasted tho nothods of the prosent conven-
tion with the first in Nowerk in 1938, "Thon", he said, "Wo had
to pronmise you froc ccts, free moving pictures and o good time. But
this time your motive hod to bo love of scicnco fiction freoe ond
simple tnd we got tbout tho scme attondonece”

Sccondly he gove his tribute to Wolter Sulliven as & syrmbol’
of 21l tho scieneo-fietion fans who gave their &1l in tho post wor,
end the agsembly rosce and stood & norient in their nororye.

Dre 4, Iongley Scarlos was the first spotker and he spoke
on tho controvorsicl subjoct of "Is Scicnce Ovortocking Scionco-
Jictiont"” Dr. Secrles appcered supcrficiclly to believe it wes, but
& carcful recding of thc acturl context of his spo®eh in this book-~
lct will show thitt he cctually weighed both sidos of the quostion
end stoted that he believed thot now inventions were ¢ springboord
to more not less idecs,

David 1le Speaker, BeS.Be & DeBe, rose to say that ideas in
science=fiction stories naé avanced even faster then science, In
1932 a story 2bout a television set was considored scienceefiction,
By 1942 it had become & nminor detail in the fromework of any story
of the future, 8o, to, wos atomic enorgy regardod, with ttomio
engines, ships and machines sinply bockground moterial for nuch
advanced idets,

The convention wes in full stride, Mo formulctions had
merited successe &nd the rest of the progremy &s ccounts will ver-
ify followed in preciss ordore

Only once did the slightest possibility for trouble present
itselfs But so smoothly wes it hendled thet the largest percen-
toge of the cudience remoined blissfully unewcre of untowerd pos-
sibilitiess During the introduction of fons in groups of local
clubs &nd cligues, Elsio Boltor wife of Doncld 4. Wolheinm took tho
floor ond stidy "There is onc large group thet hosn't becen nen-
tioned--The Now York Puturiensi” Thet innocont sounding corrsotion
wes poignant with undortoncs however, for the "0fficicl Organ of
the Futurian Society of Now York" titled "X" hod cnnounced tho
cxpulsion of Donald A, Wolheoim, Elsio Boltor ond John Be liichel
from their grour (the stotemont thot lotor resulted in o suit),.

The chiiirman knew this but to question it would mocn & verbal battlo
10t to guostion it might incur &n irmediste protest from the
T3Ificial” Puturicn Socicty.

"Oh, I didn't reclize the FPuturians worc horo &s & group
(vhich he certainly didn't)Y, was the roply from the cHﬁiFEEﬁE
introductions were ntde 211 tround,

The tenor of the convention wis o rencrkobly cnitble one,
which fact was noted in the newspaper writcupe

o booster ods were fccopted, nor contributions in thé form
of ctghe 7Thc solc nmethod of poying ciponses wos the cuctione )
Remcrkably enough the mojority of tho items cuctioned wore contribe
uted by the fans. The fons hed paid for thoir own convention}



S0 successful was *he auction that it wmore thon cevowed ail
conceivable expenses, incliuding cer fare tnd balephons c2ll.s of auil
concerncd partiese &s was steted: "If we had to buy &n author'®s
beby &n ice cream coné &s & good-will gesture to get seid author to
ottend tho convention; thot, toc,would have boen deducted:" Zhe
pesSult was o surplus cbove &1l exponscs of 50 doilirs, Tho £ ion
were not cfficially crgonized ond hod actusdliy contribuved very
1ittic to the convention with the importernt execeptions of Gocrge
Fox ond Joe Kennody who were eager beovers whenever ctilcd uiille
Stilly it wes felt thot the profits did not »ightly belong to any
one indiviaucl or any smell group of individuals since thc sourcc
of the incomoc hrA boen eoniributed by frndom &t ltrge. Thorcioro
it wos deeided to turn the 50 fdollars over to thie "4 Ilen” upon
formrl organization of thnt group us the "Enstern SCicnce Mction
Association® ot tho mcoting of april 28, 1946. Upon olection of
o tracsurcr; Gerry de la Rec, Jr., Som loskowitsz turncd over tho
revoy to him nnd reccived o signed reccipte & goncral Bastorn h
seicnce-fiction club hod beon successfully launched. Jdlrcady pOrt
of “ho wmeney woas being chénnellced to propor cnds S it s voted
to purchoge o full page 2d in the Prcificon proesstn et the ncoting
of Uy 125 1946,

Speeific results of the convention: The lcunching and fin-
cneing ¢f the first nojor scienco-fiction elub in the Bost since
the outbreck of hostilitics.

Tac dccision of the Philcdelphic Science Fiction Socicty
to continuc their Confereucces in the Fall using the success of the
Fowork affcir as ¢n indicttore.

The docision of the Philadelphia Scicnce Fiction Socioty
to bid for thc noxt World Scienco Fiction Convontion.
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I8 Scignec Overtoking Scionco-iPiction?
: By
Ao Longley Scorles; PheD,

T wondor how mony fons have looked ot seicnce~fiction,; a4s I
often do, &g n sort of gance It's good entortninment, truc-~--but
in o woy it is clso o kind of contest botween atn's inaeination
rnd pie powers of invention. 4And soy 1f wo omunine & crosg-scetion
of scicnce—fiction Trom its earlicst doys vl until  tho preceent,
we &rc oxCnining @ record of this contest. 13 s invorcasting to
sec how ruch wishful thinking hts becomc reniitya

loat of us are fomilinr with riny instonces of theerctienl
suoeviations in storics coming to Tifc, Ve think Lirst of &Ly
pronstiys of Jules Vorno, Tolly & journcy around tac world that
vgemarod cignty doye weuld scem & very ioaisurciy trid indeod, ond
Bt ezpleis roiohod in Iwonty Thougard Logguos Under g Se2 oiso

smhck vory rueh of the cOIECNElECS MW,

Until recentiy. however, this tronsforoetion was & rathor
slow »rccess. lbny yeors worg usuclly requircl to bring it cbout,
ind thus mon's ‘moginction hod no difficulty in keooping ahedl of
the world of resiity. But in the post dectde---and :uors csaceiflly
i1 the post fow monthg---we have noticcod & chingce T¢ procoss of
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. =~ frctualizing fiction has bccoma so rapid that therse
~v5 cases on record wnere an invention rmentioned in & story 85 SCHES-
{.=-ar yet te be produced has already come into existenco before- the
ctooy was printedsd '

cne of the earliest indications of this trend) coincidentally
cniough, occurrol exactly twelve years ago today., The iarch drd,
1954 issve of Lrposy Legizine ~rinted "The Wer of the Purjle Gas"
by.ﬁurraj';ﬂin;uc?;’ In this tale the author described & "new" spjec=
smoscone which was suppcssdly & sroduct of research of the yesr 1952
But @ few wecks latsr & reeder corrected iire Leinster. The sS>ec=
Troscope in gnesticn nhad ectually been invented two ye&rs before
ke jjar of the Purdle Gas” annosred,

o In 1945 and 1946 exanpjles are encountered cven nore froquent-
lys The most cormon of then deal with &tonic explosives——-and the
atoriie borb-is = desdly redlity thet is faniliar to-everyCnloe

We night,; of coursc; lay *the blame for such hansenings on the
scicnce-fiction cutncrs, thenselves, reintaining that they nre foil-
ing to keep:up‘with’curk;nthtrenasa T rather think, howcvelr, thot
thiey &rec not wholly ot foults thet science hes giroiy boen adven-
ecing too quickly For the cverage writer Lo kocp trock of it acoeur-
otely. ilorcover, ho alwoys runs tuc risk of sceing cctunlity in-
torvino botween on cecoptones chcex cnd the story‘s brecking into
printe N : :

So for, I hove cmphasized the negative sidc of the mattor,
Naturally theorc czist mony who, olthough thc racs is o closc Onoy
yot fecl thot fiction con pull choed of science ond stay chetde
They point out thot overy discovery is & springbotrd for leunching
new anda gretter ones; that if man has alroady roached the 1imit of
his iregination he is indeced tihhroughe

But whether or not we 8groo that sciencc~fiction has rogéchod
an end, I an surc that rost of us feecl that scicnco-fiction &8s we
have known it is reaching sn ond. 181y stories romorbored fron tho
1030's are no longer scicncé-fiction; they arc now to. be classifiecd
yothor es dotective storics, &dventurc storios,; stories of romensta.
Ths next time you stop at your nowstand for & daily paper lcclz about
you: you will 4G tnet tho covers on rnundanc nagazines of 1946 all
too ifton resonble thoss illustrating fantastic cdventurcs of 1920
cnd 1956. o«

Is scicncce oycrta:ing seicnoce~fiction? I oust answeX tho

topic gusslion hy an simhetic "Yose" Obviously tho two &rc no long-

» widcly sengrctod, but €16 well-nigh abrotst of onc ancthor, This
Cpo

Wo krnow Trem obscrving ell t ot goos on Gbout us.
Sueh & roply prompts yet cnother query: “Is scicnece~{iction
slaying & losing gorio?" Thit 1S want we ore nost interosted 11, nnd

ig wnet I shell Shbonpt 7ery bricily to 4nsweXe

o

Tirst of ~il, whittever ococursg WO con ho surc thet scienco-
fiction is not doomud te proinetion.  HNO mether how rapidly scionce
advonces, there woued gtil1 ho sors fiscticn sterming fror it o be
founde Very few literory fovis die out conpletcly. But we went
morc then mcre cxistoace; whaot wo dagirce L8 JUCgIURSe ind Dregross
requircs effort. IV 1S fpe gtory of &licé in Tho Tooking-G.ines iond
211 ovor cgain: therc, o8 you 7111 rec~il, Llice feund thet Iv was
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necogsary to run very hard just to stcy in onc placees To got any-
whcro one hod to run twicc &s fast ¢t loast,

And to continue its progress, scicnee-~fiction rmst run gbout
twico &s fost &s it has been wont to do, if it is to depend on ex-
tranolctod science 2loncs To cchiove & stétus oqu@l to other forns
2:f literaturc, however, it requiros sonething eclse, &n ingredient
vwitieh meny of its storics hove all too often lockede ThEt ingrod—
icnt is pernoncrce, :

The ususl nmethod of an author of scionce-fiction, as we en=-
counter the latter in nagsézincs, is to try for pormancnce by caste
ing his story on such en advanccd imaginstive plonc &s to meke its
realizetion in &étuelity something very remoto. But this, as we
2ight well guess, is & risky course ¢t bests The ctoric bomb hes
outr:odéd rorc tclos then I core t6 think cbout. And ctomic Dower
tsclf, herncsscd to cveryday usc, will eppeer just es incvitebly;
end will outrmode ovon rore of therms Indocd, whon we think of news=-
pagcr rcports of uraniun~powercd engines we con recdily believe
thet this ey be & retter of ‘but ¢ few yoors ot nost,

The authpr who relics on such devices &lonc is bound, soonser
or leter, to witness his fiction being thrown into tho litcrary
ash-cén &s scicnce cotcehes up to it,.

Whot, then, con he rely on? How ccn he 2dd this elusive
ingredicent of pernafictice to his work? Logie2lly cenough’s he rust
depond for its atthinnent on somothing which does not chonge. Or)
to bo 0 bit morc prociscy on sonething WRIch IW -1l of 0 Xper-
icnee we nave ncver known to chonge.s Tttt sormething is hunan no-
turee Tho fctions of huran beings form petterns which have not
&lvcred, to the best of our knowlcdgo, throughout 211 rccordcd his
tuiys, 4&nd the usc of these patterns will give scionco-fiction tho

~

pcrrenenco it nust hove to survivoe,

Now, I do not rmetn to infer thot 21l seicence-fiction up une
til now hers lacked this eloment,  Hoturelly, it Lhes not. But too
frequontly thore hos boon litvle of it presgpt, usuclly dilutcd by
inmunrerable godgets ond triek invéntions. 4 good tost would be to
talze the "scionec" out of o story, cnd sec whct we have lofte If
thicre is & scnsiblo: groundwork ronining, tho cuthor hes enployed
his knowlcdgc of hurcn psy®hology to good offcct,

This is ®y no netns &n origincl point of viewe In gsscnee, 1
supzosc, it is but another poerspective of HeGe. Wolls! thcory thet
o < should found & tele on & singlc unusucl doviee, &hd, onee the
roodcr hts been lulled indo suspending his disbelicf, base overy-
ching on humon nature fror: then on.

Wi

The criterion of such'a theory is; of coursse, whether it will
7orke This one doose. Todly, dcspite the foet that their scieneo
is long sincc outriodcd, 280,000 Letgucs under the Set &nd Around the
world in 80 Deys ¢ro still Totd, wWhy? BochusC, quite obviously,
“neic IS riorc to thoir fiction thon the bits of science which Jules
Torne cxtropolated frome. They posscss thaet fundomontal charsctor
ofF permonence.  Sinilarly, I venturc to predict that when trovel
beyond the stretosphore is offeeted-~-and I belicve that most of us
gSthercd hero today will sec thot acconmplishod---then Woells?! Pirst
oon on the Ioon &nd The Wor of the Worlds will still be rced 7IS0.
They oo naVe that allzifiortint Tn@FodTent of porminenco,
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Pron theso oxanples we can soc thot if sciocnce-fiction is
founded as firmly on huneon 2sychology &8s it is on some imcgincry in
“vontiony no ona noed worry Ghout how fost Scionco 2rogrossos. An
iincgintry invontion noy bo outrniodod---~but hunen n2ture connot be,

- . In o woy, scicnec's wholesale cotehing up with science-fic-
S=0a is prebably 2 good thing. Incvitably, I feel] it will weod
ouv much inferior meterial that clutters up tho fiola todaye Tho
result is bound to be enjoyobdle,
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F;TCH HOUSE by Ivangsline Welton, Published by Arkham House, Sauk City,
Wisconsin, 1945, $2.50, Cover jacket by Roneld Clyne, 200 Pages.

Lrkhem House, that fabled cornicopia of fantastic literature
hés produced another hit, This time its e full-length novel, the
first for them. Ahlthough it would not be my choice for the #l spot
("The Cutsider" was %1 for short-story collections) it still is a
tale of high calibre and certainly belongs in the realm of weird fic.-
lion, The story revolves around an inheritance, divided three ways,
anong decendents of an cld New Bngland family. The first ancestor,
leaving Rurore under & cloud, settles down, marries & neighbors
daughter and builds up & nice fortune. He is teinted with satanism
end practices it in his wenker moments. This trait comes down to
tng or other of the childreh and through the two hundred years the
Zomily is looked upon by the neighbors., The fomily mansion exudes
&n aurt of evil and all who enter, socner or later foll prey to it.
£s %he tele opens, »sychictrist is sent for, to try to cure the
smali doughter of one of the three heirs, of spells nnd lto. The Doe~
Sor notices n spirit of antapgonism from the other two heirs. Both
theee, hrothers, rre descondonts of o Chinese mother and o sen fer-
ing Ceptain, of seventy years back. Both are adepts nt telokinesis,
tus art of boing able to mokeo objects move £t o distnnce by poRgr of
Lo will., The brothors, both somewhet demented, try to eclimineste the
cLnes two hoeirs, tho third being an heiress. The young deughter
“ex.ugh tho Doctors rid, is able to withstand her frantic spellst
ra4 Ghe story moves rapldly moving climax. One of thg brothers try-
“ng o trap the Doctor under & rockslide is himself kll%ed nlggg
©2iuL his wifo, who nt the last momentrrefuses to sbet him in his
chomes. The other brothser, in a mad lust for his cousin, treps ol
v in a garrot but is burned to detth whon the monsion burns to )
cund. Tho heiress in ths meantime is handily rescued by the miD.
1 with the doughter leaves the burning pyre, woshed of its evilness.

~JOHN NITKA.
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TACE ISSUNE OF "FANTASY TIMISY still available: |

fbgz 1? 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 (Frntosy BOPORTER), 10.~cent® epiccs. oo
SCIﬁNTIFIdTION SCOUT (official organ of the o0ld Nowark SFL) Nos. 1,
“atv b conts npicce, )

BII0NS: Oricinel publication of Seom lMoskowitz

?ﬁ¢hg%‘32;;%1§95?t No. 2, July, 1937, 1009n§s r. copy. Printed.
fﬂf“ﬂﬂ“W&;List “gopus wnder Trurasi. 15 centus,
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